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o 50 DIRECTIVE OF HORTH VISTNAM, COMOMNIST. PARTY

on CORRECTION & ERRORS IN RURAL POLIC!

_ [Comment: The followlng is the rull text of a directive lsﬂued -

B 1950 on the correction of errors and weaknesses in-the rural’ ,

‘f' - policy of the Communist party in North Vietnam. (The.official name -

P © of the party, sdopted later, is the Lao Dong Party.) .The directive,

o No 37/CT/TU, was upproved on 5 November 1950 by the Stsnding Com-

: o .mittee of the party's Central Committee, apd was' publishcd in Ha .
.,.Dong by the Ha Dong Agricultural Association in 1952 aus. a pamphlet -

o 'tltled Sua Chua Sai Lan Trong Viec Thi Hanh Chirh Sach Nong Thon ]

Alc'Bfrorn nnd Wenknéeses~'

. Many grnve errors and omiasiOus 1n the party s rural poltcy -and program
,’have recently been committed by the Party Group in the Central Committee of -
_ o the Associstion of ‘Peasants £6r National Selvation, by 2 number of comrades on-
S ..., tne Central Econocmic Committee, and by many’ party committee echelons in a1l
e Pegions-- The errors and weaknesses are as follow5'~ : .

‘ 1. The rent reduction policy is not being appli»d strictly to the land- -
s .. lord class, as should be the case. The identical rent reduction program 18
= 7being applied to rich peasants as well. In Thua. Tbien Province, - slogans have
'."appeared against middle-class peasants in order .to "complete rent reduction." .-
~ The slogan, "Exceed Rent Reduction Goals" became popular. in Phu Tho and Tuyen - -
7 Quang proviuces. The Party Group in the Central CQmmittee ‘of ‘the Association'
- of Peasants for National S&lvltion forced the 1anulords to’ make rent reduction
"‘retroactive to the 10th-month crop of 1949. In Intexzone Five, rent reductionA
was 1nterpreted to mean that "tbe rich and the poor help each ather.' .

: : Political preseure, threats, and unilateral actions are being used to
'implement rent reduction instead of movementu, explanations. and persuasion.
To demand’ that the landowners enact rent reduction by threatening them before
A attempting explanations is, an‘excessively leftist &pproacb. Demonstrating )
i ﬁj‘@; agminst the landlorda, inciting mAsSs movements to abandon{land, pOstponing rent A
- peyments, and removing land markers does not aid rent reductiounor help con-*w "l
_solidate theé Assoclation of Peasants for- National Salvation. On the contrary,’
in Nghe Au Provinoce such a policy: caused schisms within the association which
_worked to tHe landlords' advuntage. Tenant farmers in Phu Tho Province wvere.
jintimid&ted by the threat that "whoever does not struggle ‘nov will not be buried:
vhen he diea" or "if your ‘house burns. no: one will extinguieh tbe blaze."

_ On the other hand in some’ places a complacent attitude exists toward

"the landlords. Some landlords are Lien Viet members or government employees.

. A lax attitude also exists in reg&rd to the Catholic landlords and missions 1n
Interzones Three and Four. ,

. In many places ‘the debt interest ruduction is unot highly regarded and
. serious investigations are not befng made. As.a result, 'great difficulty has
“arisen in executiug a precise policy.' In Tuyen Quang Prcvince, the policy of
-agitating among needy farmers to demand a re-examination of all codtracts made .
~ih the last. few decades caused disquietude among the landowners. . -

@p-
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- T The rovement to dcnatc rice land in many placea is not consid*,
©ered in conjunction with the other policies to promote the resistance.
. Therefore; the movement -is not aimed solely” at ‘the land]ords, but - the

~middle-clasa or: poor peasants are also urged to give up land ¢r crops. -
-~ In some uress, it is not realized that the lnndlords should only offer
‘fertile fields, and barren or marginal lsnds are being accepted instead
‘Landlords in such areas as Interzones Three and Four; and Viet Bac In-
terzone have tried to repossess flelds donated to the muthorities. The
use of these fields has not always been in the best interests ot the
“tenant’ tanners and the nntion : .

-3.. The division of communal lands haa also been 1ncorrectly 1mp1e-“
‘mented.  The Party Group in the Central Committee of the Association of
©  Peasants-for National Salvation has not only zefused to allow landlords
- .and rich peasants to share in these lands but has also’ demanded that )
the middle-class. peasant cede his rightful portion: ' In.Interzone Four -
and Viet Bac Interzone an oppressive policy of centralizing all semi-
public rice lands has been instituted. In Thanh Hoa Province ‘even the

land cleared by. needy peasants was centralized.. Other.areas were more ' -

rintereated in reselling the land to obtain public funds than iz’ divid-
“ing the lands for the benefit of the pcasants. Bcsides, & number of
chi-bo even appropriated:some of the funds obtained for their private
use and in Thieu Hoa and Thanh Hoa provinces perpetrated fraud in the
‘division of the lands, thus causing loss of prestige for the party

. A gross misinterpretation has arisen concerning the policy of
temporarily distributing rice lands which formerly belonged to the - '
" French or Vietnamese traitors. Comrades have been granting the peas-
ants” permanent ownership -of these lands instend of mere temporary \
claims on: the pretext that temporary ownership would not sati sfy the
. peasants or induce them to produce. ardently. = This policy was advo-’
cated by the Party Group on the Central Committee of the Association
ol Peasants for National Salvation a few comrades on the Central”
" Economic Commi*teeJ and a number of party menbers in -Nam Bo. In many
S places, the cadres view these grants as a favor to the: peasants rather
o .sthan .asg’ “their rightful revards of victory. Some cadres’are: not re1y~
¢ 'ing on the opinions of the masses in distributing these land&.  The’
lack of sound investigation and concrete planning has caused- the pebple
to become disheartened about the policy. In.a few places, the needy
Tarmers did not even insist on the distribution of these. fields. ~In
Bac Gieng:and Vinh Yen provinces, the tenant farmerb registered many
complaints about the execution of this program .
5, Major errors have also been committed in the program of es-
tablishing work exchange teams and agricuoltural producer cooperatives.
A number of comradus om the Central Economic Committee ‘have evoked &
policy of not ‘allowing the zich peasants to join these organizations.
because they fear that the rich peasants' interests will not coincide
‘with those of the masses.  Several places in Viet Bac Interzone have'
forced needy farmers to relinquish temporarily distributed rice lands
- 50 that cooperatives could e established there. Particularly im
-Thank Hoa and Nghe An provinces, & misconception has arisen in regard
to the'wvork exchange teams. It is not understood that their express
8im is to increase production in order to improve the people's liveli- .-
hood and to supply the front iines.. The policies of the. cooperatives
or: workers' groups in fixing wages or dividing produce often exhibit
" favoritism toward either ihke poor farmers or th2 landowners which only'
edds difficulties to he development of these groups.
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rebistance is not understood by all cadres.

C It is not precisely understood thnt in the general mobiliza-,'

o tion of the rural villages we must mobilize all areas at all times in
‘order to supply the needs of the resistance. The" mobilizntion lacks
“planning,’ inveutigntion, careful prepnration, and inspection. This =
“is particulnrly true in Interzone Five and several provinces -in-Inter-’

zone Four. ~Some plnccs in Interzone Five interpreted generul mobiliza-~
tion to mean a campaign to balance the budget, while some cadres in
Intcr:one FOur distorted the policy to dogmaticnlly force the people

to hand over money and possesaionn.;.

" 7i In consolidating the Association of Peasanta for National Sal-v_
vation, the party group ‘in this crganization has adopted the policy of
excluding the rich peasants. The vice-chairman of the Central Economic
Committee.decided to allow the rich pensants to join the- Association of -
Peasants for National Salvation but established a’ "middle- class and poor oL

‘:_pensant group" 60 thnt the classes could ‘be indoctrinnted differently

k8 In cerrying out agricultural reforms. in the, mountainous and
minority areas, the same techniques used in the low regions for imple--
menting rent reduction are being applied. The lack of planning, ex-

"plnnation, orgunization, nnd leadership has caused discontent nmong
‘rthe people .

B, Causes of These Errors and Weakncsses

: The weakcnesses and errors described above which hnve consider- A
ably harmed the implementation of the party's rural policy,_are prin-.

. clpally: ieftist in character. They have occurred ‘because the lower
'echelonu ‘are working under the folloving misconceptions-;"

1. They regard lightly the policy of uniting the people fora = ‘:' ')

‘ long-term resistunce. Because of that, a tendency. toward a vorker—

farmer doctrine" has arisen in whiﬂh only the narrow inuerests of the- .
farmers and workers are considered. By’expecting a rapid victory, er- -

" rors were committed in the general mobilization and the general coun-
. - teroffensive.; The . slogan "Everything for the front; everything for
- vietory" . has been misinterpreted as meaning an all-out effort'ior a
" repid victorv 7 S koriiff'_ Lo

24 The lover echelons do’ not clearly undorstand the revolution-
ary. strategy and tacpics concerning each rural class. As a result,
many misconceptions ‘exist concerning the cadres' attitudes tovard
landlords and the rich, middlc -class, and poor’ peasanta.'” ‘

. 3. In eiecuting the lnnd policy, the over-aim of developing .
production to improve living standards and to supply the needs of the . o "

h. “The cndres often disregard persuasion in deference to coer- °
cion ih carrying out the party's rursl policy. Since they do not re-
alize the importance of persuasion; subjectivity, dogmatism, and bu-.'
runcracy are still widespread. .

C 5. The party committee echelons do not see the need of thorough -
training and education in the party's land policy for all party mem-
bers and members of the Association of Peasants for Nationsl Salvation.
The lack of indoctrination, education, and consolidation on the lOVer '
level is very evident. : .
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) 6 Thc party commlttee echclons hmve not yet plared particular nttention
on' the. mgricultura1 movement and have . not: closely led Toral activities. Lack .
“of-liniscn has existed betveen the Aasociation g Peasants for Hational Sal-:
vntion, the civil authorities, and the party committees. ) . B

Te Inm mnny arean, the party committee echelons,'resistnnce admiuistrative
_— -J}'committeea, civil authorities 1o charge of rural’ activitiee, -and various ex-
) ecutive organs of the groups are still composed of many rich’ peasants and: in-"
o tluent!al landlords. Ab a result, the:leaders had a tendency to establish ;
©- either a rightiat policy which benefited thelir own interests of a l ftist‘pro4'
- granm vhich attempted to molliry tbe population. R . PR

o Despite tbe Central Committee 5 careful, de]ineation of the rurnl and
" geuéral mobilization policies, these  programs have not teen fully popularized
within the party. - On the other hand, the Central Committee has conducted 7
© very fev reviews, investigations, or recanitulationa -and-has had to remedy .
. many leadership veaknesses of its own. : . .

c. Policy on Differeut Classes in Rural Vilmges

Tne rural policy or the party at this time must be. based on the revolu-
~tionary strategy of the party, and the attitudes of all rural echelons must
“express thispolicy. . Comrade Truong Chinh set forth this policy‘at the en-

larged meeting of the Central Economic¢ Committee held S5-7 July 1950. . The . -
principal points of the rural strategy of the party are’ outlined: below.

‘During this period, the essential contradiction which muat be resolved
immediately in Vietnom is that between nationalism and the imperialism of the
- French colonialists, Arerican interventionists, and their Vietnamese lackeys
who oppose our freedom and independence. Thus, at this time the interests of
“each class must be subordinated to the  interests of the. nationul resistance..
Of our . two tasks, anti- imperialism and autifeudalism, ‘anti-imperialism is the .
priccipal one today. - The party progranm is.to unite all’ peoples and every -
- force in the great revolutiun against the imperialists and their 'lackeys. |
Because of this, during the revolutionary peried, our party program will be.
- To unify 'all peasants (1nclud1ng the rich peasnnts), Iimiting our-pressire to
. P _the landlords in order to defeat ‘the 1mperialist 1nvader, establish 1ndepend-.
TR ence, ‘and: truly consolidate the people’s democratic authorit). rk T
: he strategy or the par NE concerning the peasants is to rely on the
_tenants- and poor peasants, achieve a close alliance with the middle .class
peasants, collaborate with the rich peasants, and at. the same time bring the

. landlords into the resistance. . We should absolutely not equate the landlord .
vith the imperialist, or the rich geasant with the 1audlord or the middlea:
clasa peasant with tue rich peasan

S In regarc to the 1andlords, party policy should not push them over. to )
‘the imperialist side but should’ mobilize them to support the res{stance or at.
least to maintain strict neutrality. Thus, during this stage of .the revolu-
tion, the party tecognizes their property rights “and personal  rights
(Political rights such & the privilege of running for office, voting priv-
lleges, and freedom of dlscussion) Nevertbeless, rent and interest reduction
must be Jmplemected to limit the robbery which is inhérent in their ‘feudanl - -
nnture. Persuasion andcoercim should be uséd to implemeut these programs
but the primary method should be persuasion by 17y Lien Viet Front. Tuis

. group should explain to the landlords that for the sake of the resistance

- they must make a few concessions to the peasants and laboring class so that

" the laster classes will make a greater contribution to'the war effort. .
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The pnrty policy at the present 18 ‘to. coaperatc vith the rich pcasanta
in-order to further the resistance and expand ngricultural production. Gen-

- erslly. spenkiag, the rich peasants and the national capitalists possess an:

?nnti—lmpvrialict attitule and they also’ represent ‘A ratue “important segmeuf

of our econcmy. For- tbis“reaaon, we must mobilize, persuade, educute, and -

- reform thin class. “The Association: “of ‘Peasants for National Salvation’ hust
" perguade and negotiute with the rich peasatts so that they will voluntarily

‘share ‘some of their assets with the poorer farmers. " But compulsion must be
-used agqinst tbe mora stubborn elements. B R ,* T T

The party muat form a close nlliauce vith tbe middle clnss peasants.'

| The middle-claas peaaants,:as vell as the petty bourgecisic, have clearly
"exhibited an ardent revolutionary and resistance spirit. ‘All classes of "

, vorkers ‘should recognize the middle-class pessants as allies in the present ’

AN

them.'

struggle. This class is playing a central role in production .and- in the
cooperatives, as well as in government and front. activities. Therefore, we
must not collide with any of their economic: interests, but on the contrary

wmust constantly improve their livelihood and help them inérease production..
*. We must prevent or conciliate any conflicts between the’ middle-clnss peasants | -

and the mAsses. 8o that all these. groups .will become more closely united. BEven.
thougn ‘the middle-class peaaauts are not proletarians, no opposition to this
claas ahould develop. : ) : . ‘

v On the other hnnd ve must remember that because of their economic po-
sition, the middle-clase peasants have a tendency to shirk their duties and
exploit the lower classes. At the pame time they possess property which'is =~
coveted by the upper classes. Thus, While maintainicg a close alliance with .
the middle- claas Ppeasants wé must patiently indoctrinate, educate, and -reform

I N

Todhy, the assertion that the fich‘peasant can bé'equated Eikﬁﬁrtbe land-

'lord or the middle-class peasant with the rich peasant, is: completely erro-.

' - folloving manner:

neous.  The above strategy concerningthe various agricultural classes must be,

‘ applied in 1mplementing the party s rural policy and program.-

_CD,i Purpose an& Mothody :of Corrections’ 7 R y. ;;f. :o . . - 0 |

All 1ocalit1es urgently need to correct their rural'policies in the Lo
: 1? Rent and Interest Reduction

" 3'The express talget of rent and interest reduction is the landlord

Talone, ‘not the landlord and the rich peasant. In accordance with. the decrees,

- Gecisions, and communigues, we must’carry out a reant reduction of. 25 percent.’

except in ettraordinary cases where landlords have been charging excessively
high or excessively low rents. We must persuade the landlords ‘to reduce their

‘rents agreeably and should teach the tenants to demand only their Just due.

" 'Both persmuasion and compulsion can be ug2d to establish the program but com-.

pulsion should not include any physical force or any means likely to harm the

.resistance. The civil aut thorities, therefore, should clearly explain these

decrees to everyone in rent and interest reduction meetings and intervenas only"
in these cases which are not completely settled. ' The stubborn landlords should
be punished strictly uccording to government decree.
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E In areas vhere there are both upper snd mlddlevcxess l&ndlords tbe
* movement should be aimed at the former group rirst. "Bven Catholic landlords

snd-missions and landlords who are members of the Lieu Viet must be perauaded
o 'ompelled to reduce renta and interest. -

o " Rich ueaaants vho buve opprcsled the peasants muct be cleaxly per—v.
susded to reduce rent and 1ntereat, ‘but & mass struggle or goverameut nressure
asainst them.ehould be avoided._ ’ . ‘

-fn S‘éé.ﬁrd to piddle-class peassnts vho have instituted oppressive -,
land rents, & Z9y=parcent; reductiou should uot - be. rejected 17 1% is offered,
“but the negotiations ‘should be carried on vithin the organization of the As~ ;
socintion of Peasants for Hntxonnl Salvation or ﬂirectly between the pevaons
“involved. Even through ‘the tenant fermer may - rent . from ' the - middle-class. .
peasant, the principsl aim is’ not to force rent reduction but to encourage :
greater mutual aid. . - .

- . In the Catholic regions, it is necessary to alert and mobilize the -
s E Catholic populnce to reduce reonts voluntarily’ The use of persuasion on’ the .
o . clergy. should be strictly secondary..4 '

CWe xms!,carry out- rent end interest reduction in ‘the newly libezated
ATEAS acgording to gemeral precepts, but in dcme coges it will be necessary,
. to focus primary attention on quieting and unifying the neople, such as'in -
- areas where thorough. investigations bave not been conducted or where the -
populace has not. yet been organized. In these Breds haste vould only bring'~
failure. o o ‘ ¢

dn regions temporarily ozcupled by the enemy, the strengths and
. weaknesses 6f the mass movement must be tasken into account, and rant reduc-
tion sbould be applied only wherv it would not harm the resistance policy.

All echelons of the p&rty and the Aesoci&tion of Peaaents for
. Kational Salvation must eXxpose sll plots used by the lendlords and help the
’-tenants to oppose these plots. The civil suthorities must. help both the
landlords and the tenapts to carry out their obligatious, i. e,, the land-,
;p - 1 lord mist reduce the rent and the tenant must pay the correet irent after it Tl
) -has been reduced. . .

4.

One rule that must be observed is th&t rent reduction should not be:
forced .on the landlords until after the mass movement: has.begun..  Othervise,
. stubboru opposition is likely to arise which would texrm the primary ochject of-
unifying for tbe resistance. Interest. reduction applies only to those debts -
,'1n effect before the sigoing of the decree. .

’ : - The problem of repurchasing lands sold during the. disaster period .
. 1944-1945 requires serious study, and therefore a general poli:x cannot be
adopted in regard to thie problem. P ’

., To. overcowe the existing errors,. tho.rinterzone committees must -
thoroughly investigutc the conditions in their areas and make . proposels to
the Central Committee. Also, the Central Comm!u~ee must - sead - persons toa -
- number of 1ocallties to iavesxigrte, gtudy, and adopt procedures for executing

‘tbe lav. . .
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While executing the decree, constast vigilsnce 1s required to protect.
the tenant's planting rights, purticmrly after the rent reducttcn'. Bven o
- areas vhere this decree hal nok vet been.smmlied. adeguata meand mare zhowld |

" exini to supervise reut paynentn and the division of rice land. When contrncts '
between the <dandlords and tenants are regictered, the Association of Peasants
for Notional Salvation must explain the contract obligations to both sides.
If the landlord i o middle-tlass peasant, particularly a low m{ddle-class peas-
ant, or if the tepaht family has several members in the army, government orgdns,
or other groups, special dispensation should be mde Under these circumstances,
mutual aid should be undertaken. J )

2, Movenment to Domte Land

The principol aim of the party;n rural policy at presens is to achieve

8 reduction of rents aad interest. The movement to donate land must not be
regarded as a primary objective, but on the other hand we muat not completely
neglect this work.. fhe am of the land donation movement is to sllow the land- .
lord by his cwn authority to reduce his oppression by orfering land for govern- -
‘ment use. This method offers the landlords a way to progress and reform and
therefore should be 8 positive movement in vhich the landlords offer only fer- -
tile land to the government. . ) ’

} o.‘ At presgnt, the party 1is encouraging the rich peasants to participate
positively in production and tberefore does not advocate that.they restrict
their rice aTea._ This applies even to the upper-rich peassnts. But ve bbould,
not attempt to stop honest rich peasants vho wich to offer land.(

(o)
° Since owr party vishes the middle- class and poor’ peaaauts to have-
additional land, this policy voixld not apply to them. Any’land offered ' by
the middle-class or poor peasants should be n-turned to them, except io cases

e

vhere they wish to change occupations. o
o] .
: It 1is necessary to regulate the use of this transferred land sensibly
in ordersto. ensure continued production. Donated land vhich is novw being cul-
tivated by tenants must continue to be ' cultivated by them but .the rent should
be lighter than that paid to the former landowner. Donated lands not farmed
by-tensnts should be entrusted to prodicer collectives or to poor: farmers vbo
should pay less than the average rent in that loc-a.liw 0
n -
' A1l transferred lsnds become nKtioaa,L property, and therefore the, '
localities may not purchase, retain, or’sell this land. - Rent collected from

these lands must®be used &ccording to government regulntion.

3. Distribution of cgmmun&l I.ands

%

The communa.l lands must be used a.ccording to the folloving procedures-

. : a. These lands should be atstributed among .ull vorkers, ircluding "#
laodlords, , who are 1€ years or older (not 15 years or older as is the case
in tcmpornrily graoting lands which formerly belonged to the enemy). The
resson is that, according to our country's long-stapding.custom, 18 1s the age
at which a person "agrees %o carry his share of the public welfare burden" and
.¢an profit from these lands. If the government at this time amends the- ide- .
‘ creé to exclude landlords from sharing iu these lands, the resistance policy
vould be adversely affected. By not abolishing the landlords' share of these
© lands ve are unot unilaterally violating their rights. Also, .during the pres-
~ ent: resistance, our perty policy is to guarante= the land rights of all land-
lords, and their interest in the“communal isnds is part of their legitimate °
land righta which we ghould not violate. We can, however, incite the land- -
lords or upper-rich peasants to cede these lands willingly! to ipoor farmers, -

<
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within the township.) 5 ©

. _diviﬁed arrong the people, but it is necessary to ‘obtain the consent:of the

C

0
o [e]

- wounded veteraus, or heroes' families, or to. transfer them to the

township treasury. M{ddle-class and poor peasants "amd artisans should -

" not cede their share. . ? ‘ T

. I o .
‘b, Camunal lands should be redistributed vttbin 3or5 years ‘BC-
cording to majority obinion in the township; the, policy 13 thus pot inflexible.
The al’ocation is not to be for less than 3 years because the peasaunt needs
thia period to benefit trou hs improvements of the land. . s

~ €. The vnried conditionscin the localities xmst be takeu 1nto con-
nidernticu vhén the lands are being diatributed.

d. “The communal lands must be distributed according to Y*U.J.Age unita
and not among the entire township because not all village lands are uniform
and conflicts;could easily arise. The township administrative resistance com-
mittees must distribute €he communal lands of each village among the inhab- .
{tants within that village. (Kovever, villages baving a disproportionate amount’
of ccmnunl.l land should agree to allocate some land to neighbm:lg villages

B

e. It is possible to cons?.gn a portioc c':fw the communal iands to the
township treas\u'}, but the area should not be excessive and the action should

" be approved by the village populace. Some: "townships, perticularly’ those

aaving fev cormunal lands, bave difficulty obtaining public funas. In these
cases, 1t is possible to levy a fair tax on the peasant or producer collectives

. which were given t%ese lands provided that they consent to the tax.

. We shou.ld not at this time_ ccndenm a:Ll swindlers vho nisused"c

commupal lands in thé past, because such a policy vould produce more harm

than good. Legal proceedings should be brought on_y asainst those outstandg.
ing culpri'ta vhere positive proof exists.

g. The following procedures should be fonoved in regard to the
semipublic lcmd.s‘ . !

Religious lands can be forced into the public treasury or
congregation and particilarly of the church officials. The 1ands must not r
be unilnterally»confisc&ted.. ..

Publsc sites, and military, school, clan, and trib&l lands should
be voluntarily contributed for tae public welfare.  Household lands should not
be divided but it is“possible to encourage the households to entrust some of
this land to the poorer mexnbers of the households. B

Rec]aimed laad sbould not be included 1n the communal lands, and
in places where this “land' hz\s been taken over {t should besrettrned . to the
peasants ~who réclaimed it. These peasants mist cultivate thisland under govern-.
ment regulation and in accordance with the slogan, "Do vwot reject a .rod of
uncultivated laund." :

0

L. Temporary Distribution of Lands Formerly Belonging to Prench and
Vietnamece Traitors

The Central Committee's policy is to grant these 1ands to poor fa.rmcrs

temporarily and not permanently, beceuse:
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. L PI‘G’D‘”Z’t_‘I V&Lh has been R.bh-ul::hnd by Pranch of !N..o...,_.-: topidoms
.becozcs mtional property which the goveroment can dispose of as it sees fit.
Therefore, if persons vho bave been granted this land do not wvant to continue

to cultivate i, thcy zust return the lnnd to the gbverhment~ for reansignm’eut.

b. Temporary gr:mting of this land is a. uubtle means of shoving the
--')cmmnts not_only that land refornm is poasible but algo that in wkbhe futume
they might be able to sbtain even more lapd. On the other hand, scme of this
temporarily distributed land will probably have to be reposaessed go that the
government can establish national agricultursl lcha;].a. ‘

c. Permanent grants vould have an adverse arrect on the landlords
because they would fear tbat"their land would be divided also.’

d. The decree specifies that these lands are granted for a perlod
of at least 5 years, which allows the peasant to improve the: land vithout ’
hindéring present productfon. In granting these lands, the party echelons
must explain o the people the exact meaning of the word "temporary" so that
they will not become diocontented. It 1s also pecessary to correct the erro-
neous thought that the bestowal of these fields is a beginning step ‘in the

i confiscation of the landlords' property.’ )

In enacting this program, we must correct the ‘above-mentioned -abuses,
cnrefully investigate the land-temancy situation, and inciease the compreben-
sion of the masgses. The aim of this program is to mobilize the resistance
spirit of the peasants and to increase production. .

Rote: The 10 percent levy on the produce from these fields is now
being reexamined and the decision will be circulated later. [Footnote in
source ): (Decree No 3 S, L. abolished this 10 percent tax on 6 February

1991, but’ 1t encouraged the people to voluntarily ,contribute some of the
profits from these lands for the resistance.) .

5. Development of Workers' Grcups and COOpex"atives

" The agricultur&l producer cooperative movement can be expanded only
if the fol_loving conditions exist:

. The peasants must own their own land. Agricultural technlques must
be improved, and arts and crafts must be developed so that the peasants will
‘. be supplied with the necessary equipment and supplies. The goverument must
h ~implement a fair land tax and price policy. The peasapts should clearly
realize the advantages of working in groups and should voluntarily partici-
pate in the cooperative movement.

B Not all these conditions now exist. Therefore, simple forms of
collaboration, such #s work groups, and work exchange teams, -should be pop-
ulilrized. Cooperatives should be organized only in areas where the appro-
priate conditioos -exist, such as in reglouns which possess many communal lands .
and vhere the middle-class peasants have -been well-indoctrinated by the town-
ship chi-bo and the Assotation of Peasants for National Salwvation. Peasants .
absolutely should not be forced to Join cooperatives, because coercion only
veakens tke mévement. . .

Most of the Sncome (land rent) gained by the cooperative should be
e reserved by the cooperative but some should be returned to the members to
' engender enthusiasz for the movement. (Tbe ration will be determined by the
members at & coorarative npeeting.) Nevly established cooperatives, partic-
ularly, should.make Bizable d.istrihutions to their members. - o

-9 .
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. The. Ce-xtral Committee bhas decided to allov rich peaaantu to Join
the vork groups and cocperatives during’ this period; providad that they par-
ticipate directly in the vork, donate part of their income to the cooperative's
treasury, and precisely follow the regulations of the cooperatives. However,
the middle-class . and poor peasants must hold the great majority of the seats
on the governing couzittee.and the party must tu-zy maintain control of the
leaderchip. The governing committees of all work groups and:cooperatives must -
develop a precise policy designed to increase production and u:prove the con-
ditiom of the pe-oantn. ‘

AlL echelons of civil authorities and the Associntion of Peasants for
“National Salvation have the following responaibilitiea in developing the pro-
ducer coopemtives at preeeut , )

8. To investigate every upect of ‘the organization and vork of the
vork groups, work exchange teams, and cooperatives. Bvery province or dis-
trict will select one collective to be the focal point of the movement in
that region. Tte training of agitation: and administrative cadres for the
cocperative and vork groups must be {n accordance vith party jprinciples nnd
oust utilizc actual experiences.

b. To posifively aid the co].lertives in: 1mproving techniques and
the distribution of equipment and supplies. .

6. Purchase of Paddy

The government has drawn iup a graduated price index based on the
- tnterzone level for tne purpose of pm'chaaiug rice. All interzones must
purchase rice on the basis of this index and must still allov thé peasants
to seXl some paddy on the open market.  The localities are alloved to ex- .
ceed this price index in purchasing rice only vhen rice ig needed for.the®
army and cannot be cbtained {n any other way. Regional autbor1t1°s must
publicl: punish all persons vho violate these rules. .

In many places, the interzone and provincial comittees have failed
to regulate clcsely the marketing and distributiom, of rice. A1l party ¢
L echelons must exanfne every phase of this vork and ‘make ‘the proper read just-
' ments. A system of disciplined reporting by all lower echelons must be es-
tablished; and control cadres must be appointed to resolve any difficulties
existing betveen the cadres and the people, as well as {0 correct any out-
standing errors. .

-

7. Pnrticipation of Rich I’easants in Association‘t.ﬁ Peasunts’ for
National almtion

. During this per’od, party policy is to allow rich peasantg to par-

ticipate in the Association of Peasants for National Salveticn. = Qur_present
tactics are to collaborate with the rich peasants and to encourage them: %0
expand production for the resistance and for national development. The ex-
press objective of rent and interest reduction {s the landlord and not the
rich peasant. Therefore, if ve skillfully enlist the rich peasants into the
Association of Peasants for National Salvation they will not coustitute an
obstucle to this program. On the other hand, if the rich peasaats are not
alloved to join the peasant group they are likely to fom a bloc with the
laundlords opposed to reut and {interest reduction.

- 10 -
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: The Acsociation of Peasants for: Hutionnl Salvation must not llmit its
tpterests to the vorking peasants but should have regard for all’ peasants, in-
cluding the rich peasants. In this way, all peasants will be mobilized for -
the resistance. Since the democratic people's authority is in the hands of
the workerg, ve do not have to fear that the rich peassnts will control the

‘ Agsociation of Peosants for National Selvatica. Oun the coutrary, if the rich-
peasants are sllowed to Join the peasant group we will have many opportunities
to {ndoctrinate and transfors them. If the peosamts attempt to enact erronecus

‘rules, the association will punisk them; and if the rich peasauts carry on ex-
ceasive activity vithin the orgauization, ve can arend the regulations.

In recruiting rich peasants into the nsaociation ve must take‘severnl
precautions. The lower-rich peasants must be recruited vefore.thes unper-rich
peasants. The rich pensants must clearly understand the aims, program, rules,
and dlscipline of the association before belng admitted a2y candidate members.
Rich peassnta con be elected exccutives of the association but they should
occupy no more than 20 percent of the seate on the executive ‘comaittee, aod a
rich peassaut can never become secretary. The practice of recruiting rich
peasants into the Association of Peasants for National Salvation, just like
the name itself, is cot to be permanent. Wien the revolution advences iato
another phase (fhe revolutionary period is not limited to the resistance
period), the compogitkwx and the name of the organization: vill be changed.

8, Execution of Rural Policy in Mountainous Areas

The agricultural policy in the mountainoua areas must be geared to the
political awareness of the masses. In applying the policy we must seriously
cousider the mcdss and customs of the people and absolutely not destroy thelr
faith. Ir the mountainous areas, as well ss in the lovlauds the rural policy.
1s aimed at uniTying the resistance and developing proauctioa, ‘apd any- progrmn
contmry to this ain must b= avolded during this period of the struggle.

In any attempt to reduce or eliminate vestiges. of fehdalism iu the
mlnority regions, ve must be certain that the mjority of the masses are ta-
formed and positively support the reform. At the same time, {t {s necessary,
to'convince those people exploiting the serfs that the change is needed.

Every reform undertaken in the minority areas must have the prior approval .,
of the Central Committee. Furthermcre, the {nterzone committee must ‘approve - ‘
the detailed plen before it is put into oper&tion, and every sfep ‘along the ..

',way must be carefuily guided. ; I |‘
9. Correction of Rural Work Methods ' ' :

" The rural policy of the party {s very important because, in the long
run, the vitality of the perty will be juvdged by tbe capacity.of the porty to
‘guide and influence the peasants in the rural areas. If the rural mission of
the party is to advance, we must firmly implement the party's rurel program,
thoroughly tnvestigate all conditions in the villages, and fully understand ~

- the peasants’' aspirations. Bureaucracy, dogmatism, subjectivity, fear of
-3ifficulties and hordships, and haste -- all oust be eliminnted before the
rural program will truly accomplish many results.

On She receipt of this important directive, the par*w apparatus must
study every point, supervise its implementation in the localities, and im-
mediately correct all errors and weaknesses. The popularizaticn, control, -
and correction plan drawvn up by the interzones avnd provinces implementing this
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directive must be fully circulated throughout the' chi-bo and tiéu-to
(subparty unita). The vesults must be fulJJ reported to the {oterzone
committee and from there forvarded = to the “Central Committec.

5 Rovenber 1950

" Standing Comtttee of the Centru.l Committee of the Party
o . Signed by ‘Comrade Than
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